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GENERAL  CROP  NOTES. 

ALSACE-LORRAINE* 

The  extremely  cold  and  rainy  weather  in  April  delayed  field  work 
which  is  much  behind  in  comparison  with  former  ..rears. 

The  winter  cereals  .suffer  from  excess  of  moisture  and  low  temperature 
Their  condition  is  mostly  worse  than  that  of  the  preceding  month* 
Here  and  there  mildew  appeared  or:  ahe^t.  Rye  is  yellow  and  looks 
poor. 

The  spring  planting  is  not  yet.  completed  in  some  places.  The 
cereals  sown  early  sprouted  vVell  hut  are  yellow  on  moist  soil. 
Potato  planting  has  not  been  completed  anywhere,  in  some  places  it 
has  not  even  begun. 

The  growth  of  hay  leaves  much  to  be  desired.      Many  farmers  are  now 
badly  in  want  of  feed  and  it  is  feared  that  they  will  have  to  use 
green  cereals  to  take  the  place  of  the  lacking  fodder.  Natural 
meadows  are  also  late  and  their  condition  is  less  favorable  than 
last  month.     (Le  Bulletin  des  Halles). 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES* 

Condition  on  June  1. 

The  dry  leather  was  generally  favorable  for  farming  operations^ and 
enabled  arrears  of  work  to  be  greatly  reduced*      Rain,  however,  is 
now  badly  needed  for  the  grain  crops,  fruit  and  grass. 
-'"    Wheat  generally  looks  well  though  spring-sotfn  has  been  damaged 
considerably  by  wire  worm, 

Oats  have  also  suffered  from  the  same  cause  and  late  sown  oats  have 
been  adversely  affected  by  drought. 

Barley,  though  backward,  looks  well.      The  area  under  barley  is 
rather  greater  than  last  year,  but  that  under  oats  slightly  less. 

Potatoes  are  backward  and  much  of  the  main  crop  is  not  yet  showing 
above  the  ground.      The  area  is  estimated  to  be  about  15  per  cent 
less  than  last  year. 

The  sowing  of  mangolds  is  nearly  completed.      The  early  sown 
germinated  well  but  need  rain  and  are  troubled  by  fly. 

Turnip  sowing  is  in  progress  but  'backward, 
\  Hops  have  made  excellent  growth.      The  aphis  has  appeared.  The 
^ea  has  increased  by  about  5  per  cent  over  that  of  last  year* 

The  prospects  for  fruit  of  all  classes  are  good.      Both  orchards 
fruit  and  small  fruit  promise  to  exceed  the  average. 

The  area  under  hay,  whether  from  seed  or  meadows  is  about  2  per- 
cent less  than  l  ast  year  and  t he  by i eld  is  expected  to  be  10  per  cent 
below  the  average. 

Pastures  are  becoming  bare  and  require 'rain.      Live  stock  generally 
healthy. 

The  supply  of  labor  is  still  short,  especially  skilled  hands, 
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FRANCE. 


Condition  at  the  "beginning  of  June. 

Persistent  drought  is  causing  anxiety*      A  few  rainy  days  are 
needed  to  give  to  the  soil  the  necessary  moisture. 

Fall  wheat  which  is  "beginning  to  head  out  is  going  to  "be  short 
in  stem  and  will  furnish  little  straw.  Spring  wheat  appears  to 
have  suffered'  from  drought. 

Oats-  and  barley  whose  growth  was  satisfactory  are,  in  general, 
not  vigorous* 

The  seeding  of  corn,   sorghum,  and  buckwheat  is  almost  completed* 
In  the  north  flax  and  beans  are  affected  by  drought* 
The  hay  harvest  will  be  less  satisfactory  than  was  expected  a 
month  ago, 

Reports  on  cider  fruit  are  good  in  general* 
(Journal  D* Agriculture  Pratique*) 


SWITZERLAND. 


Snow  and  frost  hindered  the  growth  of  grass  and  other  crops* 
The  shortage  of  fodder  is  approaching  a  critical  point. 
The  condition  of  hay  and  meadows  was  net  for  years  so-  unfavorable 
as  on  May  1,  1919. 

The  progress  of  winter  cereals  was  also  less  favorable,  than  last 
month  especially  wheat  and  rye*      The  condition  of  spelt  and  mas 1  in 
is  better. 

The  preparation  for  spring  planting  had  to  be  made  under 
unfavorable  conditions  and  the  planting  was  therefore  in  many  places' 
incomplete  or  late. 

According  to  the  Swiss  system  the  condition  is  expressed  as 
follows; 


Natural  meadows  *.«.,,,., 
Artificial      »<   , 


May  1, 
1919. 

2.9 
2,8 


5  =  very  good,      4  =  good.      3  = 


Winter  wheat 

Sp^lt  

Winter  rye  . 
Maslin  « , , , . 
Winter  barley  * 
Oats  «...,. 


94 
97 
94 
97 
97 
93 


April  1, 
1919. 

3.9 
3.7 

average.      2  =  poor. 

99 
101 

98  : 
100 
100 


May  1, 
1913. 

4.1 

4.2 


89 
94 
99 
96 
99 
99 


100  =  10-year  average. 
(Schweisr,  landwir tschaf tl.  Markzertung. ) 


MOROCCO. 


Great  swarms  of  locusts  ars  reported,  and  serious  damage  has 
occurred  in  the;  districts  of  Haka  Chietdma,  Abda,,  Doukhala,  Chaouia 
and  Rabat, 

(international  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 

GRAINS  IN  GEf'TrEAL» 

SPAIN. 

The  following  is  an  official  estimate  of  the  average  annual 
production  and  consumption  of  cereals: 


Wheat  , . . 
Barley  . . 

Eye  

Oat  s  . . . . . 

GTcsn 


Production 


bushels. 
137,219,698 
82,024,178 
26,696,257 
32,774,693 
28  ,  314,693 


Seeding. 

bushels. 
18,483,179 
8,534,255 
3,443,892 
4,101,514 

1,066,227 


Consumption. 
Food  and  other 
use. 
bushel  s. 
113,794,45? 
66,297,866 
19,955,771 
25,997,504 
38,000,871 


Total 

bushels. 
132,277  ,  631 
74,832,120 
23,399,664 
30,099,013 

SC.  057,099 
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SPAIN,  -CONT'D. 

It  will  be  notedE  from  these  figures  that  excepting  corn  the  production 
exceeds  the  consumption*      The  con  sumption  of  corn,  however,  is 
considerably  larger  than  the  production* 

CORN* 


ITALY. 


The  area  under  corn  is  estimated  at  3,583,000  acres  for  the  current 
season  xcompared  with  3,459,000  acres  in  1918% 
Condition  on  May  1  was  average* 
(international  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome*) 

MEXICO* 

It  i*  officially  stated  that  the  known  production  of  corn  in 
Mexico  for  1918  reaches  the  amount  of  40,492,618  bushels.      From  this 
estimate  are  excluded  the  State  of  Michoacan,  Moretos,  Tabasco  and 
Tlaxcala  where  complete  reports  have  not  as  yet  been  made.  Owing 
to  the  defective  system  of  collecting  statistics  it  is  believed 
ghat  fifty  per  cent  of  the  corn  crop  has  not  been  reported*  The 
production  in  the  leading  States  is  as  follows;  Jalisco,  20,000,000 
bushel sf  Zacatecas,  5,029,000  bushels;  Guanajuato,  3,307,000  bushels; 
Chiapas,  2,756,000  bushels,  and  Sonora,  2,749,000  bushel Si 

(Vice  Consul  Chas.  H*  Cunningham,  Mexico  City,  M&y  15,  1919.) 

OATS, 

AUSTRALIA  (VTCTORIA) . 

1918-19  1917-18 

Area.,  acrgs  .........  ,                       342,867  293,214 

Average  yield  per  acre,  bushels       15»  38  20.94 

Production,  bushels                      5,274,984  6,141,287 
(Trade  Commissioner  A,  W»  Ferrin,  Melbourne*)  -  Commerce  Reports. 


ITALY. 


RICE. 


The  area  under  rice  is  estimated  at  346,000  acres  compared  with 
321,000  acres  in  1918*      Condition  on  May  1  wasnaverage. 
(international  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 

PARAGUAY. 

According  to  the  governmental  agricultural  bank,  about  4,400,000 
pounds  of  rice  were  produced  in  1918,  or  about  25  per  cent  less  than 
in  1917. 

(Consul  Balch,  Asuncion,  March  25,  1919  .) 

COTTON. 

PARAGUAY. 

According  to  information  furnished  by  the  governmental  agricultural 
bark,  about  922  bales  of  ginned  cotton  were  grown  in  1918,  which  was 
about  five  times  greater  than  the  1917  yield;  it  is  thought  that  the 
1919  yield  will  be  three  times  as  great  as  that  of  1918. 

(Consul  Balch,  Asuncion,  March  £5,  1919.) 
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VINES. 

GREECE. 

The  flowering  of  the  vine  has  taken  place  amid  favorable  surroundings 
The  area  undsr  vines  is  423,000  acres,   the  same  as  in  1918,  The 
condition  on  May  1  was  108  (100  -  the  average  yield  for  the  past  ten 
year  s . ) 

(international  Institute  of  Agriculture,,  Rome.) 

ITALY. 


The  area  under  vines  in  1919  is  estimated  at  10,724,000  acres, 
being  .the  same  as  thai  of  1918,      Condition  on  May  1,  was  average. 
The  sharp  frosts  of  the  third!  week  in  April  caused  serious  damage  to 
vines  in  many  provinces,  especially  in  low  lying  districts. 

OLIVES, ' 

ITALY. 

•  The  area  under  olive  trees  in  1919  is  estimated  at  5., 683,000  acres 
the  same  as  in  1918.  .    The  condition  on  May  1    was  average. 
■  ('International  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 

MAPLE  SUGAR  AND  SIRUP. 


CANADA. 

Present  estimates  of  the  quantity  of  maple  sirup  and  sugar  made 
to  date  indicate  that  the  crop  will  thi.s  year  he  about  3,000,000 
pounds,  below  the  average.      While  a  large  part  of  the  total  supply 
goes  into  local  consumption,  of  recent  years  there  has  developed  a 
very  substantial  export  trade  to  the  United  States,  which  is  now 
quitja  a  factor* 

(Consul'  Felix:  Sv  S,  Johnson,  Kingston,  June  9,  1919,)- 
Commerce  Reports. 


.  .         LIVE  STOCK. 

DENMARK. 

The  following  is  an  official  estimate  of  the  number  of  swine  on 
April  10,  1919, 

Apr. 10, 1919,  Apr, 10, 1918,  July  15,1918  Julyl5, 
Swine  for  breeding:  1914, 
Boars  4  mos.  and  over         4,522  6,310"  6,265  12,663 

Sows'"'"    i"       w      w  83,883  93,726  97,030  282,750 

Swine  for  fattening 

4  mos.  and  over  1S9;192         144,325  121,971  706,950 

Pigs   311 '.342  188»520  395,614      1 , 494  , 343 

Total  swine  588,939  432,881  620,880  2~,496,706 

' It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  the  total  number  of  swine 
increased  by  156,000  or  36  per  cent  when  compared  with  the  number  on 
April  10,  1918, 

ITALY* 


Provisional  figures  resulting  from  the  general  census  of  live  stock 
on  April  7,  1918,  compared  with  the  data  of  census  on  March  19,  1908, 
The  particulars  of  an  approximate  estimate  made  in  1914  are  also 
inserted, 
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iApr.  7,  1918,  March  19, . 1908.  1914 

Horses   '804,168  955,878 

Asses...........   944,611  849,723 

Mules.   308,875  388,337 

Horses,  asses,  and  mules  2,235,0C0 

Cattle  *   6,162,259  6,198,861 

Buffaloes  ♦  24,014  19,366 

Cattle  and  buffaloes  6,646,000 

Pigs....:.-   2,337,304  2,507,798  2,722,000 

Sheep    *  11,751,575  11,162,926 

Goats   :  *  3,082,554  2,714,878 

Sheep  and  goats  ♦   13,824,000 


-  The  1918  returns  include  animals  in  transit  by  rail  at  the  time 
of  taking  the  census,  but  are  exclusive  of  those  in  army  service  « 
(international  Institute1  of  Agriculture,  Rome.) 

NETHERLANDS. 

The  results  cf  an  official  census  of  live  stock  in  the  Netherlands 
dated  March  5,  1919,  is  now  published  in  comparison  with  the  figures 
of  the  1910  census. 


March,  1919  June,  1910 

Horses  .  .               36  2,011  327,377 

Cattle,                                       1,968,609  2,026,943 

Sheep.,.',  '.                            437,075  889,036 

Swine  #              449,829  .  1,259,844 


Comments  on  these  figures  state  that  the  census  of  1910  was  taken 
in  June;  that  the  number  of  riew-born  animals  is  greatest  in  the 
spring,  between  March  and  June  and  that  the  number  of  live  stock  is 
greatest  in  the  summer,      Therefore,   the  conclusion  is  that  if  the 
present  census  had  been  taken  in  June  in  stead  of  March,  its  figures 
would  have  compared  more  favorably  than  they  do  with  the  census  of 
1910. 

(Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  Amsterdam,  April  21,  1919.)-  Commerce  Reports. 

MARGARINE* 

UNITED  KONGDOM. 

Very  remarkable  progress  has  been  made  by  the  margarine  industry 
of  the  United  K'-^sdcm,  the  production  now  being  three  times  what  it 
was  before  the  war,  and  the.  country  rendered  entirely  independent  of 
foreign  imports.      Hitherto  the  supply  was  furnished  partly  by  home 
production  and  partly  by  imports  from  Holland  principally. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  great  efforts  were  made  to  increase 
production,  which  was  greatly  favored  by  the  plentiful  supplies  of  oil 
nuts,  etc.  grown  within  the  British  Empire  and  formerly  absorbed  by 
Germany^      The  following  table  shows  home  production  and  imports  for 
the  past  few  years: 

Margarine  not  including  oleo-margarine. 

Home  production  Net  imports. 

Tons  of  2,240  pounds  Tons  of  2,240  pounds. 


1913   83,775  75,506 

1914   , .  89,860  76,023 

1915    110,700  102,457 

1916   ♦  128,900  137,172 

1917   185,330  90,390 

1918   285,000  15,130 


The  imports  last  year  were  confined  to  the  first  three  months,  since 
when  there  have  been  no  imports  at  all.      If  compound  lard,  which  is 
being  manufactured  for  cooking  purposes  were  included  in  last  year's 
production,   the  total  output  would  be~  considerably  over  300,000  tons. 
A  very  satisfactory  feature  is  the  great  improvement  in  quality,  and 
the  economy  of  production,  which  warrant  the  belief  that  the  British 
margarine  industry  is  now  in  a  sufficient^  strong  position  to  hold 
its  own  against  all  comers  in  the  home  market,  and  to  make  a  bid 
for  export  trade,  which  seems  likely  to  develop  when  restrictions 


-  6  * 


K<h  7'  .     July  1,  1919. 

FOREIofT  CKCP  fJV  HUE  STOCK  HBP^TSi  -  CONT'D. 
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ENGL  AND  AND  WALES. 

The  Agricultural  Wages  Board  confirmed  the-  following,  to  take  effect 
May  19: 

A. reduction  in  the  hours  for  wnich  the  minimum  wage  for  ordinary 
laborers  is  payable,  to  54  in  the  "Summer"'  and  48  in  "Winter1", 
in  the  counties  where  such  hours  have  been  in  excess  of  these 
hours. 

(b)  An  addition  to  the  weekly  wages  at  present  payable  to  ordinary 
laborers,  of  the  following  sums  (subject  to  s  ight  adjustments 
to  round  sums) :  - 
•  Workers  of  18  and  under  19  years     I  $  .73 

tii         ».  19    >       «,     20  .  ,97 

"  «'  20     '»       «'      21      tr  1.22' 

it'         "'  21  years  and  over  1*58 
With  corresponding  adjustments  of  the  overtime  rates  on  the  " 
basis  of  time  and  a  quarter  on  .week  days  and  time  and  a  half 
on  Sundays. .  ■ 

4    Converted  at  par. 

'DENMARK. 
Official  ^estimates. 


Production. 


;  1918, 

;  1917. 

:  Bushels. 

1  Bushels. 

Wheat  * .  .  V  

:     6  ,  330,116 

:  #,296,431 

:  12,725,912 

!     8 , 870 , 232? 

1  19,359,690 

!  15,853,923" 

6 -row  barley  ».>,-..  

!     2?,  ICS,  £87 

r  2,02.2,160 

Total  barley  ,  » 

'  21,465,377 

:  17,881,083 

!  37,3-27,729 

!  33,504,905 

\  4,243,159 

;  4,148,175 

;  41,570,888. 

:  37,653,080  ■ 

12,349,356  , 

:  10,459,215 

123,145 

■  86,314 

Peas  and  other  legumes  *. 

416,897 

•  190,323 

40,604,756  " 

:  '31,883,201 

Short  tons. 

: Short  tens. 

1,041,017 

;  '  972,965 

26,875  . 

25 , 676 

Carrots  .................  : 

142*827  i 

114^478 

Mangolds  .........  ,  j 

5,805,513  ; 

;  4,644,988 

5,025,836  i 

6,043,373: 

Turnips  and  other  fodder .  < 

2,573,276' i 

3I-,  031, 935 

378,493"  ! 

756,998 

454,431  ; 

528,612^ 

2,420,247  ! 

1,798,880  . 

LEON  M*  ESTA  BROOK, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 


